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Recommendations for the institutional, regulatory and administrative stages to be observed before commencing the medicinal use of Moringa leaf powder
The players involved in the distribution of powdered leaves among medico-health structures do not usually acquire administrative authorisations for the use of this product, and in most cases, NGOs operating on a small scale try to convince local health operators (doctors, nurses, chemists). Others distribute leaf powder via networks of traditional practitioners or clinics combining phytomedecine and allopathy, and try to get an official authorisation. In Nigeria for instance, the Association for Scientific Investigation, Conservation, Utilization of Medicinal Plants of Nigeria made a request to the National Agency for Food and Drug Administration and Control to market a multivitamin food supplement based on Moringa leaf powder.  The requirements from the Agency are:
1.
Inspection of the manufacturing premises to make sure they meet hygienic and locational requirements.  For instance the manufacturing unit sho7uld not be located within human and animal occupied structure, that is, it should be on its own grounds.  Hygienically, there should be a source of clean water supply as well as a clean and healthy environment.

2.
 The product must be submitted for inspection to make sure the packaging and labeling are alright and not in conflict with an existing product.  A registration fee of about US $100.00 is normally charged.

Usually, this agency gives free technical advice and encouragement to people who are serious.  Once they register a product, they also help to protect it from fakers.  Equally, the product can be advertised in the media. However, the problem that local entrepreneurs encounter is mainly meeting the location and hygienic requirements.  These involved acquiring a site and subsequent development.
Nevertheless, taking the example of some NGOs on the ground, we can make the following recommendations to:

· Promote a risk-free use of Moringa powder;

· Further implicate medical and healthcare operators in the promotion of this product;

· Better document the effects of leaf powder on health (thanks to a greater implication of medical operators).

Recommendations (from the example of the GARPE-NGO in Benin):

· Meeting and awareness-enhancement of the authorities in charge of public health and family protection.

· Certification of the locally produced powder sample by the food and applied nutrition authority (absence of pathogenic germs and nutritional composition if possible).

· An analysis of the locally produced powder, giving an exact percentage of the protein (and other nutrients of possible) in the powder. 
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